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       This  IRCLE Made Especially For 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 
The People of the United Methodist Church 

      
         I R C L E 

 
 

We are a Christian community that celebrates diversity and values 
social justice.  All who seek God, inclusive of age, race, economic 

status, sexual orientation, gender identity and special needs, will find 
a place here. 

Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church 

January & February 2019 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Greetings and peace in the Name of Jesus Christ! 
 
Do you send Valentine Cards or greetings?  The red hearts and sentiments of love 
have a certain appeal.  We all benefit from a pick me up in the February/Chicago 
winter. What do you like best to receive on Valentine’s Day?  Perhaps you like candies 
or chocolate or flowers. I think the holiday is most special because deep down it has 
to do with being told we’re loved and sharing our love for others.  
 
Since being pastor at Ravenswood Fellowship I have come to value the love 
expressed in the beauty of flowers. Jane Ogasawara, Betty Morita, Yuko Darcy, 
Marietta Hidaka and others have frequently shared flowers for Sunday worship. In 
the winter it is especially uplifting to see the yellows and reds and purples in the 
bouquets. Flowers send an expression of care and kindness.  
 
When I visit parishioners I will sometimes bring flowers. I bring them to my sister in 
a nursing home in Joliet. I shared some this week with a few of our members in 
Chicago. Everyone I pass in the nursing home enjoys seeing the lively colors. One 
lady asked if I was a floral delivery person. I smiled and said no I’m a pastor. She 
told me about growing up in a pastor’s family. She said it wasn’t easy for her. I 
listened. The flowers were an invitation to share meaningful conversation.  
 
On Valentine’s Day and every day opportunities abound to share love and to say I 
love you.  
 
My Valentine greeting to you is the compassionate word we all receive from God, 
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“I know you by name. You are written on my heart. I will be with you to the end of 
time. “ 
 
Thank you for the love you give and share through this church. 
 
Love and blessings to those near and far.  You are special to me and most importantly 
so special to God.  
 

Happy Valentine’s Day 💕 

Linda 
 

<><><><><><><> 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
1st  Rev. Bob Keller 
  Jack Welch 
3rd  Dolan McMillan 
5th  David Morita 
6th  Linda Matsumoto 
8th  Paul Kato 
  Jane Lawrence 
11th  Jan Gleiter 
12th  Jonathan James Rizo 
12th  Angie Agnew 
16th  Adrien Chely 
  Sarah Sherman 
17th   Eriko Darcy 
18th  Sayo Furukawa 
19th   Donna Sagami 
22nd  Jino Park 
24th  Charlotte Ide 
25th  Kimiko Darcy 

 
   

 

 
 

Did you know our church is on Facebook? Find our page “Ravenswood Fellowship 
United Methodist Church” and like us! We have also been working on our website 

which you can find at www.ravenswoodfellowshipumc.org 

 
<><><><><><><> 

 

 

SYMPATHIES AND CONCERNS 
 

Our deepest sympathies and prayers are with the Terusaki family at the passing of 
Stuart Terusaki.  Stuart is the brother of Robin Terusaki, a frequent visitor and 
supporter of our church, and a cousin of Debbie Buscato and Cheryl Kato. 

 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING and STRENGTH 
 

Robert Haan’s sister, Roy and Jane Ogasawara, Dorothy Itter, Grace Tsuru, Sara 
Johnson, Maomi Asai, Brittney Gilleland, Chiyeko Onoda, Nora Yoshimura, Merle 
Kaneko, Steve Hines (cousin of Jack Welch) who is battling leukemia, Carol Johnson, 
Rosalie Brozik, Barbara Sechrest, Kane Senda, Tom Shinsato, Robert Omachi, 
Susan Schroeder, Russell Johnson, Chiyo Omachi 
 
 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
 

 A big thank you to Reid and Deborah Barwick who planned, prepared and 

managed the Chili Fest this year.  All the varieties of chili were delicious and 

a welcome comfort on a cold winter day.  Thanks for all your hard work. 

 Thanks to all who prepared and delivered food to Kedzie and Madison in 

Chicago on Sunday January 6th with the Night Ministry.  The additional hot 

food prepared by Andrew Lawrence, along with the sandwich suppers was 

much appreciated by those in need. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

A Note of Thanks 

December 2018 
 
Dear Pastor Linda Misewicz-Perconte, 
 
On behalf of everyone at the Night Ministry, and especially the people we serve, I 
would like to thank you and Ravenswood Fellowship UMC for your generous in-kind 
gift of 35 holiday stockings.  You play a significant role in our mission to provide 
housing, health care and human connection to individuals and families who are 
struggling with poverty or homelessness. 
 
Since our founding in 1976, we at The Night Ministry have been providing housing, 
health care and human connection to adults and youth who struggle with 
homelessness and poverty.  Today we are deeply aware that this work is as critical 
as ever. 
 
The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless recently reported that 80,384 Chicagoans 
were homeless in 2016.  Eighty percent of these homeless residents lived doubled-
up in the homes of others due to hardship, often in overcrowded conditions.  In 
Chicago Public Schools, there are nearly 18,000 students experiencing 
homelessness.  Numbers like these demonstrate how important The Night Ministry is 
to our community.  Thanks to you and your generous support, The Night Ministry will 
continue to meet the critical needs of homeless Chicagoans. 
 
Since you’re our partner in this mission, we want to keep you informed about how 
your generosity is making a difference.  Look for the Night Ministry’s print newsletter 
on a quarterly basis.  Please visit our website at www.thenightministry.org to learn 
more about our programs, and follow The Night Ministry on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/thenightministry to receive updates on special events, success 
stories, and much more. 
 
I’m aware that you have many options for your charitable dollars, so please know how 
much we appreciate your support of The Night Ministry. 
 
Gratefully, 
 
Paul W. Hamann 
President & CEO 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                              
Take a talented musical director, a beautiful organ and piano, a dedicated 

core group of singers, and the only thing our choir needs is More Voices! For 
those of you who appreciate what music adds to the service, the choir would 

like to extend an invitation for you to join your voices with theirs.  You 
don’t have to be a gifted professional to participate, just have a love for, and 

understanding of, music. Rehearsal is before service at 9:30 on Sundays. 
Please see Jonathan, our music director, with any questions. 

 

 

   
Ash Wednesday  

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

At 10:00 am there will be a 30 minute service of prayer and ashes. 

 
 

 

 
 

THE ANNUAL SYAA FREE BASKETBALL CLINIC IS UNDER WAY HERE AT CHURCH 

    ON  SATURDAYS UNTIL MAR. 23,  FOR KIDS  4-18YRS  

BEGINNERS: 12:30PM-2:15PM,  ADVANCED:  2:30PM-4:15PM.  

DONATIONS OF CANNED FOOD REQUESTED.  

http://www.thenightministry.org/
http://www.facebook.com/thenightministry


 

 

Skype 

February 14, 2019      1:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
 
| $15  
With Skype, you can make and receive calls from family or friends using 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ being there with them. Video phone 
calls are fun, easy and free. 
 

Introducing Spreadsheets 

February 26, 2019      10:30 am - 12:00 pm 
 
| $15  
Yes, people still use spreadsheets! Learn how to move around, enter 
information and even create a formula in a spreadsheet. This class will 
also show how to locate and use templates.  

 
 
Computer classes are held at Winwood Apartments: 1406 W Winona 
Ave, Chicago, IL 60640 
All classes are $12 with advanced registration, $15 at the door. 
To RSVP, call 773-769-9000 or email 
computerservices@cmsschicago.org. 
 

 
 

<><><><><><><> 
 

Itõs too cold to walk outside, but you 

donõt want to be cooped up; what 

better time to join the walking 

group?  Everyone is invited to the 

gym on Wednesday and Friday 

mornings at 9:00 am for a few laps 

around the gym, followed by a healthy snack in the 

kitchen  

 

 



 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
1st  Don Logsdon, Jr. 
3rd  Keisha Lamina 
5th  Karen Oh 
12th  Maomi Asai 
      Brittany Wilson 
14th  Enoch Kanaya                          
15th  Glynis Lamina                                       

Losic Minaspour 
17th  Florentino Parangat 
  Vincent Johnson 
18th  Janet Ayers 
  Mary Bingo 
  Michal Perconte 
  Anil Prahlad 
19th  Samantha Lamina 
21st  Kelsey Lawlor 
24th  Helen Doe 

Sandy Pool Rizzo 
25th  Janice Hasegawa 
27th  Nicol Miyata 
  Alexis Dunton 
28th  Julie Fujii 
29th  Taylor Fujisawa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is your chance to receive training to serve your church through Lay 
Servant Academy, The Chicago Northwestern District Spring Lay Academy is 
approaching.  Here are the details: 
 
Dates:  March 16th and 23rd. 
Location: St Matthews UMC 
                1000 N. Orleans St. 
                Chicago, Illinois  
 

Online registration and mail-in/phone-in registration will be available soon.  For 

more information, please see Donna Sagami. 
 

<><><><><><><> 

 
 
 

 
 

March 10th – Don’t forget to spring ahead! 
 
 
 
 



Praying the Psalms 

From The Upper Room 

 
 
Psalms has been called the prayer book of the Bible in both Jewish and Christian 
traditions. It is a collection of sung prayers that has been used in worship from the 
time of ancient Israel up to the present. Because the psalms range so widely in 
emotional expression, from the heights of adoration and praise to the depths of 
vengeful curses against the enemy, they have special relevance to our prayer life. 
They teach us to hide nothing from God, but to bring all that is real into the only 
relationship that can bless the best and heal the worst in us.  
 
No matter what we are feeling τ distress, trust, anger or delight, we find the words 
of the psalms accompany us into God's presence. In the psalms we find words to 
express every conceivable human condition and feeling. These prayers give us words 
to glorify, confess, hope, ask, and even curse. In so doing, they give us permission to 
share our whole being with God.  

Ready to Try It? Choose a Scripture 

ANXIOUS/AFRAID 

     • Psalm 70 

ENVIOUS 

     • Psalm 73 

DESPAIRING 

     • Psalm 77 

SICK AND TIRED 

     • Psalm 6 

GRATEFUL 

     • Psalm 9 

CONTENTED 

     • Psalm 23 

WRONGLY ACCUSED 

     • Psalm 17 

AWED BY GOD 

     • Psalm 29 

 

<><><><><><><> 

 
 

Saturday March 9, 2019  

4:00 - 7:30 pm  

$10 adults  

$5 children 10 and under  
 

All you can eat, home-made, mouth-watering Spaghetti, crisp, 
tangy salad, crusty Italian bread, dessert and beverages will 
be served, as well as opportunities to meet new friends and 
participate in the outreach activities of RFUMC.  Delicious 
homemade baked goods for sale at our Bake Sale. 

Everyone Welcome!  Please come out and 
join us! 

https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/anxious-afraid
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/envious
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/despairing
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/sick-and-tired
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/grateful
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/contented
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/wrongly-accused
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/praying-the-psalms/awed-by-god

