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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 
The People of the United Methodist Church 

 

 

          

         I R C L E 
We are a Christian community that celebrates diversity and values social justice.  All who seek 

God, inclusive of age, race, economic status, sexual orientation, gender identity and special 
needs, will find a place here. 

Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church       
 

April 2017 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Greetings and Peace in the Name of Jesus Christ! 
 
For Christians, one week in the year is called “holy.”  This is the week we remember 
Jesus’ passion, (denial, betrayal & suffering) death and resurrection.  The week 
opens with joy, changes and turns to sorrow, and ends with newness and life and 
resurrection.   
 
At Ravenswood Fellowship, we have prepared for Holy Week.  Many have helped 
with a Lenten project – coloring pages of the events of Holy Week.  The pictures are 
beautiful and will be on display in the gym.  Others have been reading the book, 
Plenty Good Room by Marilyn Thornton with Lewis Baldwin.  We have been encouraged 
to grow in faith, tackle justice issues, and gain perspective from African-American 
spirituals and experience.  Holy Week tells us that “our Christian life depends not on 
our own doing but upon what Christ has done.” 
 
When Jesus offers himself on the cross, he is offering what he had been giving 
throughout his entire ministry – love.  The love he gives changes people and 
situations.  It is a love that never leaves us and does not end.  Easter faith trusts in 
the truthful love of Jesus. 
 
Jurgen Moltmann writes, “As we await resurrection we are drawn into communion 
with Jesus.”  This is faith: believing not with the head or lips or out of habit, but 
believing with one’s whole life.” 
 
Bishop Will Willimon reminds us, “God is always God in action, God on the prowl, 
God in motion toward us.”  This world is God’s world. In the Hymn “When we are 
Living” we sing Somos del Senor or  We belong to God. 
 
 

Continued >>>>>> 
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So, as we wonder about Easter and the power of God to bring something totally new – be 
ready for God to bring that newness to you – to your family – to this city – to this world. 
Somos del Senor, We Belong to God! 
 
Resurrection Blessings, 
 
Linda 

<><><><><><><> 

 
NEWS TO YOU FROM 

PASTOR LINDA 

 
¶ Charlotte Hoffman, our Pastoral Intern, will complete her term with Ravenswood 

Fellowship on Sunday April 23.   
¶ Charlotte has been a joy and delight these past two years.  She is an inspiring 

teacher and preacher.  We have valued the way she cares about the congregation.  
She has participated in many events and this has added to our experience of life in 
community.  We will miss her and ask Godôs blessing upon her and her new 
venture in Clinical Pastoral Education in Chaplaincy training in the coming year. 

¶ Charlotteôs graduation will take place at First UMC in Evanston, Illinois on Friday 
May 12 at 10:00am.   

¶ Please join us for a ñFajita saleò after worship service on May 21.  More details to 
follow. 

 

 
<><><><><><><> 

 

PRAYERS FOR HEALING and STRENGTH 

 

Emery Lawrence who will undergo surgery on April 7 for a shoulder injury, Ann Warnecke 
recovering from a shoulder surgery, Jane Ogasawara healing from a fall, Lisa Goodman’s 
grandson Hank who is home from the hospital healing from a serious injury, George Eng 
who is in the hospital for rehab, Anne Myers, Hisa Takami, Nora Yoshimura, Merle Kaneko, 
Diana Dinager, Adrien Chely, Steve Hines (cousin of Jack Welch) who is battling leukemia, 
Steve Johnson (grandson of Rev. Bill Johnson), Rosalie Brozik, Diane Schmidt, Arnold 
Watanabe, Rachel Birkhahn-Rommelfanger, Donna Govas, Barbara Sechrest, Cristeta 
Villamin (Angelina’s sister), Kane Senda, Tom Shinsato, Robert Omachi, Susan Schroeder, 
Georgia Chilton, Russell Johnson, Sho Fukawa, Chiyo Omachi 

 
 

 

 

 
 

<><><><><><><> 
 

 
 

Did you know our church is on Facebook? Find our page ñRavenswood Fellowship United 
Methodist Churchò and like us! We have also been working on our website which you can 

find at www.ravenswoodfellowshipumc.org 

 

 

Holy Week Services   
 

Palm Sunday, April 9 , service at 10:30 am.  

Maundy Thursday, April 13 , service at 7:30pm  

We will share Holy Communion as we remember Jesusõ last supper with his friends 

Good Friday, April 14,  service a t 12 noon.  

Singing prayer and scripture.  

Easter Sunday, April 16 , service at 10:30am.  

Sunday School Kidsõ Easter Egg Hunt          
Easter Luncheon to follow is potluck style  

Beautiful music a t all services  

 

 

Please visit our new website, designed 

by Isamu and Dave Handwerk, at 

www.ravenswoodfellowshipumc.org  

http://www.ravenswoodfellowshipumc.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjgoqDzvYDPAhVHQSYKHcs0B1AQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartbest.com/free-clipart-website&psig=AFQjCNH1QBmbGZpLn-Nw5KG5pwagZ00w7Q&ust=1473448596567353&cad=rjt


 
BIRTHDAYS  

 
2nd   Cheryl Kato 
5th  Cecilia Fox 

George Kinoshita 
10th  Grace Torii 
13th  Flora Hidaka   
15th   Margaret Cangelosi 
16th  Virginia Braeckman 

Marge Eng 
21st  Ujwala Prahlad 
26th  Michael Lamina 
  William Graham 
30th  John Kato 
31st  Takaaki Handwerk 

Ellyn Iwaoka 

 

 
 

P lease stop downstairs and visit  

Midori   

     Market  

A gift shop featuring  
    Fair Trade,  
        Repurposed,  
            Recycled,  
                    Eco Friendly,  
                       Vintage and New  
                              Jewelry and Gifts            

 
 
We will be serving with the Night Ministry in Humboldt Park on Sunday April 30th at 4:30 pm.  
If you are able to assist in preparing sandwich suppers immediately following worship 
service, your help would be greatly appreciated! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

All Chicago Northwestern District churches are invited to 

attend the Chicago Northwestern Aldersgate Dinner 

celebrating the ministries of the churches in the district.  It 

will be held on Friday May 19 from 6:00 ð 9:00 pm.  

  More details will follow!  

Happy Birthday 

to All!  

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

DUO YUMENO   

We are happy to announce that Duo Yumeno will 
be performing here again on April 30 th , at 1:30. We 
look forward to their uniquely beautiful cello/koto 

collaboration.  More details will be posted soon.  

   
 

                                                                    

      Our first ever Fajita Grill  will be  held on Sunday, May 21, 

11:30-1:30pm               
This event features Make Your Own fajitas; two per order, with rice 
and beans. Your 
choice of fillings: meat, fish, chicken, and assorted vegetables, will be 
prepared for  your dining pleasure by the same chef who hosted our 
Art Walk café last year.  
For those of you unfamiliar with his skills, be prepared for an 
extravaganza of palette pleasing flavors. Hope to see you there! 
         Tickets are $10 and will be available soon- see Cheryl Kato or BJ 
Fukawa 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+cellos+and+kotos&id=B8AC5FC7BD2698A33B15D1F1B39ED731D3F2D85A&FORM=IQFRBA
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+fajitas&id=C8F5C3A47C2E3B6FA8D538AFA2EF39BE40514D51&FORM=IQFRBA


Farewell Note from Our Pastoral Intern Charlotte Hoffmann 
 
My last Sunday at Ravenswood Fellowship will be April 23.  As I reflect on my two years 
as a Pastoral Intern at Ravenswood Fellowship and prepare to graduate, many things 
stand out in my mind as special, particularly educational, and as ways I witnessed God 
working through our church.  Pastor Linda suggested I use the time -honored format of a 
top-ten list, so here goes! 
¶ Preaching and leading worship:  all of you at Ravenswood Fellowship and Pastor 

Linda invited me to preach regularly.  This gave me the chance to develop my 
preaching style, experiment with new things, and do very exciting stuff like the 
midrash on the story of the woman at the well!  

¶ Mailing bulletins to our members who are not able to come to church regula rly:  
although we met perhaps once or twice, or perhaps did not meet in person at all, 
corresponding with you was a very special aspect of my time at RFUMC. 

¶ Pastor Lindaôs mentoring:  This means more than I can say and has truly helped 
shape who I am becoming as a spiritual leader. 

¶ A Supportive Site Committee:  A big thank you to Cheryl Kato, Marlynne Nishimura 
and Lisa Goodman for their time and dedication over the past two years.  It was 
great to be able to share learning and growth, and to be able to ask  questions and 
talk together.  

¶ 75th Anniversary Day of Remembrance:  Witnessing this event added more depth 
to my understanding of the incarceration and the stories of some of our 
parishioners.  It was amazing to see future generations, now the grandchildre n of 
those incarcerated, create films and write to share this story and to connect it with 
justice issues today. 

¶ The 125th Anniversary celebration:  Celebrating RFUMCôs long history as part of our 
community, and seeing friends from Indo -Pak and many years of worship in 
congregations which together have formed who we are at RFUMC today. 

¶ Cross cultural learning:  members from our church and Pastor Linda gave time and 
effort to support this pilot program of Garrett -Evangelical.  Learnings from that 
have been transformational in my own leadership development, and will carry into 
all of my future ministry.  

¶ Night Ministry:  itôs a wonderful ministry for those in need here in Chicago, and 
wonderful to see how members of our church from all generations come together  
to make hundreds of meals at a time!  

¶ Meeting Rev. Gloria Grasse and witnessing her work and other important 
community programs our church hosts like Books for Women in Prison and sports:  
Seeing ways how churches can impact our communities and extend Christian 
hospitality in ways that go beyond Sunday worship.  

¶ Fellowship time each week:  RFUMC truly fellowships each week!  This helped me 
realize how much God works through ordinary things we do regularly together as a 
community.  Sometimes it is only when w e look back that we truly perceive how 
God was present with us and working in our lives.  

 
After graduation, I will be working as a hospital chaplain in Bloomington, Illinoiséat the 
very same hospital where I was born!  This additional year of a Clinical Pastoral Education 
Residency will provide the training required should I decide to become a board certified 
chaplain.  In Bloomington, Iôm looking forward to: 
¶ discovering and exploring a new place and making new friends 
¶ still being close enough to visit friends in Chicago and all those museums on my 
bucket list that I didnôt get to while in seminary 

¶ Paying more attention each day to quiet ways God works through ordinary 
activities and relationships.  To me, all the time in between Sundays and in the 
most mundane things is where living out our Christian journey of faith gets 
exciting and challenging. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
At the Aloha Breakfast, Sat., May 13, we will be hosting our second 

gardening fundraiser, featuring vegetables started from seed by Tracy Oishi. 
Tracy is an experienced gardener and will be happy to answer questions and 

provide information on any purchase you make. 

Vegetables Available in May 
Tomatoes 
Fourth of July - Very early. Bigger than cherry (3 to 4 oz.). Indeterminate. If you get 

two, plant one after first frost and the 2nd about a month to 6 weeks later so you get fruit into 
the fall. 
Super Sauce- Extra-large (1 to 2#) Roma type. Can do triple duty. You can dice for 

salads, slice for sandwiches. Save ends, or unused parts for making sauces and marinara. 

Early Girl 
Big Boy 
Quali-T 23    Main crop tomato Determinate (personal favorite).  

Green Pepper   Revolution. Very large bell peppers.  

Eggplant 
Flowers       There will be some flowers available. Depending on demand we will start 

more for next year 

 Bring your old plants that need repotting.  
 Bring pots for Tracy to use to plant your purchase. 

Donate pots that we can use for next year. 

 


